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Summary

Excavations for the Catsotoke pStaucdei eosn Ttrhues tmoitnt
outside the north curtain wall. The motte to
much of its archaeology, al most ce®0ainly by
Nevertheless, negat idvet d-le@ap aisteasp d haw @ad tnfgo bre
to survive, cut into the motte material; son
medi eval cooking pot; no evidence was -found
183century. The ibnags ewaolfl st haer oruentdaitnhe south si
cleared of undergrowth and surveyed for a co
to incorporate the remains of one, possibly
north curtaionowhllmgavensbmethe hypothesis t
area had beentrealtwirlyt ainn tshi&cwlhd ur yatdepmolsy t B¢
outside the wall

I ntroduction to Shrewsbury Castl e

i nterim excavaitomorep@paort hicsr gundoets rt te ha¢nhda o
est summary of the documdretngrtyhileirs tacrcyo
eader is referred to the2@arBaler ex@alpn
e conservatnHannsmanBgeemlelt afitdor Bakemi 2@2 2
l e for the British Archaeological Assoc
| Hs Beodry of (t@®cel Kim, 6Br oMo kesnd Tayl or 1

1. The | ocastber withhae medi ev a(l BaSkherre wshluldr)y a



Shrewsbury Castle is one of the urban castl e
built at the cesatyionfg demcelniesnhisneg itnaxt bit sl ¢ ap
di spalsendg the main street, now Cashlke Street
strat eegioutrhomtohut e through the Marches connec
to Hereford. The samdcavstureeci a¢tcopeshawasadt e
Domsday owiurhcihnesi t s per i mebtueirl,t bourt owh estohneer ang
recors delde '&eernlthyirdy®®o i yt en by ,Orodferlioaclaslo toarliigsi n
describes tpheaersoldetumd hrrtedjgssbur y, a hutnitqgou er etfeerr
to the castl e, wistuhhgteanMar orpeedohleti egfe DY69. Th
of the castle across the neck of the Severn
terms of its earliest role as an instrument
The castlebs festamés sheldl ewsa.ewaml tMdapadiegen t r
for expeditibdrms diynotlov eWweelnets ,i n the civil war
expenditure t Hiaoud'ddedtther ileast ewrndle2r Henry 11 a
mai nt ained under Edward | but thereafter 1in
Wal es Gradual dpchhu'dcleémt ttenea Htagderi nl4r ui nat
di |l apidati on.orTthief iceads thlye twhaes -Réeyfaill i swa$ atcd k @
Parl i amentary forces in 1645 but recent dend
that they continued the restoration process.
The castlemwastfionaldl yngdg&mend®&1B8I0y tamdedecent
a private residence. The apoge@eolfthiogrmids bphas
Tel fofdr the townds M. P. Sir William Pultene
ceased with the gusfbturof Btolreo uggahs tCloeu ntca | Shrne 1 ¢
conversion of its principal budbladsiincgalilnyt ot hteh
inner bail epgwama depenendbttt@®e t he public at t ha
into a regi ment8als,muwha wnm iums et ceonlt9 nues.
Priorinool wémemte Castle Studies Trust in 20]1
archaebokeogacamdcogmddrast anding of i-gr ovasd base
form and on the documentgaray sreacsomd .o f Hgvwee\pdry,s
and excavation in 2019, two subsequent excav
compil ation of the conse2¥%awhioaoh mamalgedesntt Ip
detailed architecturalc abaseesd memtph otfbogrt sammd
the outlines of the physical devel opment of
first ti me

1. Ther &€owmgueprnteactivity on the site of the
t wo diff erocetnttertyy pweass oefx cpavated within the in
of it sdac onnatteuxrta I knoll on the end of the rid:i
Shrewsbury | oop, coinciding with the |ikely
neck of theupggeisnswahat it may weélutobhdehbhuad

included the Domesday church of St Michael
it may have been the -Gahfueastabbesiebhbe&dkongt
the bishop, the t hsorfd Dnoomersrdiamyplo Shaewsbdfuffiyci a

2. I n the i mmediate aftermath of the Nor man
mot-adremai |l ey castle. The innerthaimeyte)] ywag
very | imited extent and may. hTalve dwteerr lbhaitll e



|l arger, extending well i nto the river |l oop d
surrounded by a ditch ar ounad niunsb ebrafsaefa mteidnsb es
buil dings, apart from the dotamenteddpgtiean. t
before the''mendt Wrfoyrttrhef i 22t i on in stone had coc
green friable sandishonkeefbeddoftl obe Se¢vaamd
the north and south curtain wall-sppthe motte
peri meter wall on the westsidgdiedanotltte dvad d ,n @tr
| at¥centpwrsypl | apse replacement wall, nor in t
\\\/,i{‘ / :-;: ;:lrj]i:::::cst \/ [ Late | Ith -12th century

Fi gs.Sp2e,cluf4@@atc¢owvset ructi ons of the devRRil@.pmExn(tt
ri pshhtows i n green the occurrence mamyt lyge eeuwr t
sandstone sl abby masonry. Fig.4 (above) show
former outer bail ey



3. Il n t hoee retaurly tillBe present castle hall was
bl oclk,amehefr é4gliz9® At this time or possibly 1| a

been extended westwards with |l evels built wup
by a wholly new western curtain wall

4. The | ate medieval deacl| ibree nofaptplaeg enndstilne th
record. The r etfd4odr tiisf irceaatdiidny aafp plaG4dent i n the
(south) gate and in the postern gate. 't may
mul tsiopurec e mas onrby, tdeec LCrivePn tpehdbt ogr ammetri c s
walls but such repairs are not easBatyl dateab

damgpgeobdadtliyng to Februbeyodégitengaft i

5. The restorati @ mafs (Treeé -G <t & sou [dtrveBdSri M a m
medi eval fabric and archaeological deposits:
natural gl aciatofdewasi tbeathd mbtthe ruins o
standinfbultb beaeght; the motte top was stripp

6. T®%x0centrwerpyai rs history of the castl,e is o

research by Historic England into their Regi
wall coll apses and subsequent repairs. Recon
standing fabric remains a major task for the

l ntroduction to the 2022 season

e third anexdawnatli crerasfomr otf he | @Gzt Ibeet Svteweadi
I wi 2B a team of volunteeresencempos el
tseheocastaeanndns nf or Atthe nNataimo n ¢
past students fr dmryni(udres iUtny vee rsti
ster) |l ed by Dr Morn Capper; excavation s
BOo gr a mmei ninaecdei daatl el e npg easn.n eTeth a#tywasVladetl abl e f or
cavand omaw&é it edmged by external factors t
enuipngvor k on the motte tdoap JdarigoctRrOda@k ipmeci
atwavémperwedbubeevse 30 degrees.

I
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The motte top has, sinceobthhesl{Jidksaibesermed wn
per mi ssgieonne rgpgaussd ry by Shr o@lSsxhierdau | @adu nvioinlu memd
obtained f enteta esiwigllee ttrveanch ri ght across t he
cemeémtinded cobbl es wirtihtlagetehect4wanodi obhd man!
i mplicexicanmaodigpn@and removingbadhertrlopggdst one
heat wave meant that the continuous trench ha
1.-nBetre ssqdeasiegnat edn eraedas(tflo .gwaAsB) tfhreo end of

excavation period drew near, a decision was
wer e, of cour se, ot herwise wvatheeatbaad)ubhc
excavation and reveMéit hge othhtee heedauli VM aolwert | cef

deposits or bedrock in this situation, was n
areaansd the gener al archaeol ogiwvaaslst albho shtear
the first ti me.
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ench 4, outside the north curtain wall, wa
nding was first obtained and was designed,
| that had emer ged fcro:mm eirpvkaat e xopanmodo easl ssoon d
provide f drmrtah edxri ngx d vaateisorf or team member s
cavationtop thenmbtbecame focussed on a sn
gative featubwiorree gxipekagwnkteae s .

Anntiroduction to the motte

Th
on
Ro
Sh

> O

o P00 0 —
SO ST OO0 >

QO D® Tk PTT H
=D - FN- QO T

~
o =

Th
mi
e X
fr
da
ca

op

Th
Gr
| o

e i shed historical evidence for th
019 excavation (Baker 2020). Bri

I a pralksmemdadeofby wiechetagshémunmnifti anl

y
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6; money was spent throughout
i7payments for timber to make
S 0 BnowA28n{ C®hyTlhoer nlo%t6t3e, a8n3d5 )i.t s t
entury documents mainly because, being
e motte was subject to erosion and thus
i ft itome omotte estimated that it had suffe

[ damage was said t
-7 buepai o thet o pm
en towerd fell dow
y been assumed to
289own and Tayl or

- —+

>
=y

i-$hapeaddisnt pldeaapsitwiet D oi ttsh ef Irdatver
entengt The mB8tte measures aroun
o south, with a flat summit abou
metr e ove the present | eve8. 8Omt A@D) nn
ss U mmit t t abbobaveBO0lU0Omf ebiob@1 t meéBtenf Oy &@r any
osion by the river had taken place, i f the
en similar to what survives onbeehne awe sov asli
ound 65mwéstoaat eiatss base.

e masonry tvhiesitbol pe oafrsotuhed imeod tien ecahral rya cbteel ro ne
a number of distinct builds, which can on

e nAwerstth and weshesmdesedbadmwe (ci.2gnéd rlkey aani n
xed sandstmhe badédlecour ses visibiverk&n the
posed within the (|l ater) par apleltl tc oBuerdsses o

I abl e gr ebebnk ksgabhsdi s hohasr been i nterpreted as
ting to the initial C oarvtcki rnsbieorn coafs ttlhee icnatsot
stle (Baker 2@A0, caoomd Ilesldoorse ntthe 4masonr y
enings.,esandvei sofswmegpg andi ngl pegi meeer wal l
e east side of the motte top ,i sprreetablinyed b

I nshiwilt hstroengeu,l ar , t pbr nbhahgsgsakaks|toendke dsT,hi s
ng been bBpewot htetl Edward | 06s masons, i n t



repai rciong atphdeedof the motte. At the southern
ashlar foundati ons o'fc etnhteurdyWa tocuhn dT ot wewed , tthhad
replatedf bydds Gothic summer house'cenawrayds T

The masonry vVvisibl&esgnh shedesooti hpghiedanoe teWwn e
anldas only very recently (2022) beemrdleadar ed

and asfsoeesstehde first time. Two features stand
the motte on this side. The first is a build
stepped footings. Above, uirsea hdrei zcchmtndlerc lra
upwards before continuing at a higher | evel
wall of a substantial stone Ppliteéi hgveThentu
Thomas Tel for dods9 0 esnbder caaiemn ianf the28 6T homas Pe
Griffith water codn(ureanaldel aw)d.ecatdet he base o
are protruding stones that appear to suggest
Further study of eteldede frreomaitrhse inrewn @vwort ogr at
Bet ween 1786 and 1790, Thomas Telford compl e
perimeter walls werslei gre)ugaerdajloe mwalolw, §wh b
Tower d was demol issheadnd oasithoarwelya swalmmea throus e |
or Il ess on top. The summer house, known | ocal
daughter LaxwmasiBulsapgewntifacdherlgom a coupl e of
motttep | evel apmetoraichald owuravisrygn staircases,
pl ain baswmenotbtprmoabesar,| v used for service func:
was |l aid out as a garden with a | awn and fl o
doorwayeatt bphethe steps at the north end of
The modap egarden remained until the ,19.0sE.whe
Registrytbi pbesvsdewa waterproof capping to p
motte materiaminwhwahewhegbedoand exerting a
retaining walls. The cobbles were | aid with
into a French drain running along the inner
wal | aardgidng cchown t heéel hei dceo uafs et lod nietltfeo.r do s
approaching Laurads Tower was also picked ou
As far as is known, thimenwodDhewanl poknawnohae
archaeol ogi cal recording associated with the
auger survey carried out by Mi ke Watson, the
the cobbl es wauger ad dcorlés hfaomwWdndbB8O60@mmsandy o
soil containing pieces of brick and tile tha
resulting from Telfordds activities. There w
i-8itu masonry footings amad eproisasli.b |Teh ee xgpeonseurrae
was that there was a
d (

safe depth of 300mm of
Wat son 1990) .

The only other archaeologi cal research known
under t atkreant absyc aSn Lt d i-pne n2e0t0rO0a t iunsg nrga dgarro.u nTdh e
than conclusive, showing clear evidence of d
peri meter and at the north end, andd some act
0. 9%mtch range (GPR timeslices), possi bly 1inc
were contemporaneously celebrated as showing



to 2 metres in width and similar nkapth, forn

structured they have al ways appéandckcd to this

excavation has now shown that they bear 1 itt
0

a
archaésltoges @b, LSEdr,a2000)

5. The Ima8&,erbeen Thomas Tel fordods attentions.
iffith watercolour (NLW Wikipaedi a)

in 18Fi9t,i dmodm: §h@e. C
t | iadvnssh e gmlt ehrsyl egnii tc h



omosi te vertticcpalp avriaepvwe tofwa ltlh el osookuit

7 (1 t)

t he rc of masonry that malyase.prletsealts @ alrdolo
t he op of t hbec)p lhiingthhe rc cuwpr steh e( aval | face t hat
masonry face to the east (top of picture)
8(right) view Iltohsdtiep@ eaa sntastoowayr dsaase under &
plinth course. I n this view the plinth cours
bel ow the parapet to seven/ eight courses bel
the angl(®&el®dgyond
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9. Enl arged extrabbwfgmthbesmBBB ®i 8e of th
stepped masonry footingoawed blhhseounldieme Lalur @

10Done shot of the-esﬂtt(eJarmesn Bhensa@aut ASsSocCi
tower base canurbaed ss efeorweunadweirt hLa he striped r «

the making good of the coll afceed(urdydes of t he
Brennan Associates)
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The 2022 exTrmnemchods t he n

2btentapypsits

Excavation began9®Owesbbéaki sgt dioh ah k@t he md nt
13cms (contechwe®ds) follmel to have been | aid c
roadstone or ballast (context 302) 4cms deep
on t he ,e ashte sdiieflefpeamegnatee a sur f aaicd ot hdnte svlesp e
shed water I nAbsa HKrhen eh sdyiatinbea d(stayomee 1)

mat ec o mi3e04t) was deposited tlol crmaskceth egeopoed lai ndee
the ovalcrpathkd by Tel £900r dtéos agstove K menoi ha i’ 86 s

from the doorway and steps at the north end
1990s by stones set obh3edgkeownthhe tbadet cabba
alone, a blue plastic membrane was found und
of the French drain seems not to have been r
so far as i1s knowmaat poesentt hwasghheé heut hi
mottep peri meter wall

1 Dr o haomeg rBmpdnnam Ai;leocmoatestop in 202
right) The cobbled surface of the 1990s sl o
téh French dr n running awada itinlpgr ohghwestapeth
angl e Telfordc”)s path to Laurads Tower i s ma



14A aonf t he hrootitneg | odatinem &f areas 1, 2 and
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1771 9% entdtaepypsits and features

The-cIhOdepth of topsoil deposited (it is assu
mottt@ep garden and reported by tmuehtalvoed Ob eaeung e r
complreamdwed when the tbkbblFresuwéneel atdt he s
phtoographs suggest, as the. pRemowvakcgritatraye d 2
roadstone revealed similar depolsn tAr eaan le a(ceha
a rbedwn clayey soil ( 3@ Biscnkad ds guifpeccsemld s tc@mée
particularly, orange sandstone, of similar <c
wal | parapets around the motte and 'dB'sewhere
centuryThpiostleayer was lcnutt hbey StW oc ofrenaetru rweass. a
bottomed pit (309, 310) containing pieces of
centre of the south side of the araenad and pl
orientat edvatso as méelrieyc ( 1 vt ms xc L&k in) Ipiorsedd wi t h
stone sl abs. I't had probably taken either on
removabl e notTihhee smha&kred pvast | ater found to he
| arger ebiortceud mapri tf loart cut, 320.

I n Area 2 (centraekposhd bygur e mbwamst eldirhoyverh e c o

cleayy c®i)t h small stones and, again, orange
medi eV"a®cent8ur Ycamdunp® potyt eviy .hiWhalhi-s | ayer
east corner oboAteaed was &30FFatfill 308) co

chi ppingRemodabantl. 306 reveal ed, omi deice pmetst
324/ 325 containi agdpimedeé €@t eceamodsit7Tppetery.
have bedol& poast it was | argely outside the e
identified as such.

Il n Area 3 (west), -bamevakbveh!l elemrcovarh bl adyi b s
(303Nt acioni ng smal l pieces of c¢cbm (brick or ti
degraded red sandstone and patches of dark r

-

16 Are ,‘oof 305be!e|rayeermova| of cobbl



17 Area 2'o of 306baafsteer| aayeemoval of cobbl e

18 Area3, topof 303badde elrayemoval of cobbl

19 Ar‘ 1 showin pit 309 (left) and small p
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20 Ar ea—sd.ceptosisl (detai [ )

21 Ared&8210,, dthte constsockieon3ddt for post
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Featuresmoutei mabet hal

Il n each of ,the ¢huieealkersbosiolf iantnoa twhriaclh sfuebat i
cut was identified. I n Area 3, where it was
context 312, consisted of an orange to brown
occoansail s mal | (up to 3cms) pieces of green s;
The occurrence of green sandstone in small p

rogks ncl wdiicrkg npjomssttsoomees ,o0f t he cut features,
same greemseeandxnt arhe base of sod@oedAdtlitons ¢
Bedst would add strong sumasohrwas yfprei marsy i tc
the upgrading of Shrewsbury Castle from an i
6raoundd® on the site and able to be incorpora
ti me as me dpioetvsa |wecroeo KiilinB'guesnet ,u rtihees .1 2

Il n Areambitwhehimeye rdieelp e std eamdadiljagobuytmo st r usi ve
feattudr eesquicoalt emxdaon s3i3s9%t,edbrmwfwnorsandeg sandy cl
stones. I n Area the ebuowal enktygyootextwiB
smal | bl ack (7?) ces of dtshaonudgshtt dfreeew earmd 3 8@ a li
Area 1. These so can all be ¥ hal asgatnedrsi s ed
and gr el s with eaxdtdri am &dtonel 1sol fa |'s nfacl hla rgcuoaan t,
sandst [ es d talree asliisg mto warripatiisen gfi
mi xed r he natural @gtaeonchhédepos
[ er
e o
I

TN

v
n
h
a kB&Rem 20230¢fm sondage w
tr etaltimé@ t motdtade st abt hahedr en
I mveelsaregathesrd ft hcr. Du g7/hm.a t o

e
aracte
i '
pi

W T —
= Q S
N W S
QT OO0 YW

, y uncha
mber of negative features were found cut
ctur @l ppad sc salnodh opldesse#t al ed bmge diheev gplo st
sits desdrmhielsed sabave ur al negative featur
al |l have been of medieval date. Addition
on t heAreeaast2 swadse coofmpl i cated by the obse
either have derived from the negative fe
gni sed during the final stages of the ex
the under | yS3onnge nfoetateu rneast ecrutali.nt o t he me
tified but | eft unexcavated.

O C C

ST 3JwsSaoun >
O~ oY wo o~
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moatteer i aff eme gati hoeri zon was first fully
excavated ar ea, 3, to the west.



(nrth‘ t o top) 3lRutr shyenxpoauireeofe

25 Ar

313 i sprexsiabraken memtgmalr-stghut h-holp@®@s815 iatrepres
thi sbyewlké cluster of green sandstone pieces
| Area sdall ow foidégdg ci¢BaBagdmbdyst i demitndgi ed
norstchyt ht grybwnotl ayey silty soil contrast.
mat erial. Excavati on sbhootweodmetdh ifse attou rbee, ap osshsal
foundation sl ot for a horizontal timber or p
deepear, duthe with a very slight westwards cu
entdo end. I n the top of i1its fill were some s
suggesting eithmeditshvad!l idatwasoroft lpatstl ater m
introduced into the top of i1 tsanfdi ltlhef rlemelldti
down operations on this side of the motte

Thi s -snooutthh sl ot was found t ewehsatv3ed PcouBt3 3a ¢ rf d sast

bottomed, wiitulmrawhckhyoéy ®medl . This was in t
what i1 s interpreted as a post pad, 314, a gr
slight cut into the under lmeisng srmottt-paana tt ehrei g
cont ainyeartefacts, so, strictly speaking, ar
I n theasotutcmrner of Area 3, a cluster of pie€
by excavation t-bo,be3wasSt,hr olhh@ablsanpgsessbne remain
around a déntsr dalooppstoduced no dawebabctceraetet
Ar ea 3-sa ddibete p smad | p-hol er 3p0s831 was fill e
medi um brcdvary esyi Istoyi | with small stones.
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26 Are@8 8L otN 313 mnder excavatio

27 Areah@®l,epd®s% after excavation

28\rea 3 phdl eoer3mbsafter excavat.i

on



9re3 at the end of thpadex8afatsonn(nbet b

2
foreground cut dbguaslett 32. sedm&dgénrbag hbe dr
pit 330 (top | eft)

Area olwards the east side of the motte produ
the motte materi afli Ibleeanddp ceshte! sdepdssionheabove.

NS T T B, w4 ) .

30 Arneamwekstt sl otsmavnetriadg R8Ot efirst definit
are visible, framed by the 1m scales, top to
320 has not yet been identified and defined
On the nortWwestdsl oan3éddswas fowpdct.o20l conre f | a
deppit contained ©0'n3%ye retaurlyy) npdodtiitaegayle a(st 2 end
to cut an earl i er negeaatsitv ec ofrenaeteu,roef i3t3h6e dianwitth
medium brown gritty, gravelly soil 337; this
produced a sherd of medieval <cooking pot. To
section, aeaottheaer ngaetltglei svawas esenspected to b
par al,l enumdebted w88, eft unexcavated. Bet wee

of mavittdr pi eces 821dbaodths t3BBE.and



South of slot 317 was anoéthdrto®wadBdswhhehews
the excavated area while fading 68 to the w
century slipware, though this could have bee
i mmedi ately above itthe Adxoayv athieo m evad sh | asmadtahr eo
feature, 319, though Ilittle of this was seen

t he | amneedipeovdatb| o032 0.

31 Area 1, |l ooking east (north to left) on t
mortar pat awneXzxla,vacuwtd Hyeat ugleo t3 3Ble@ ri(ihodmef dl) e {
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36. Trench 3, |l ooking east, Area 3 in foregr



